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Material and 
method

Material
PhD dissertations at the Swedish School of Library and Information  
Science (SSLIS), 1993-2024, (N=58)

Source analysis
"In source analysis, the material usually consists of bibliographies
found in documents. Based on the bibliographic information of the 
source literature, the analysis primarily focuses on the quantity of
literature within a specific field, as well as its characteristics and 
structure. This type of source analysis is mainly of interest to 
information science and is typically aimed at applications within
library and information services. Source analysis is also used to 
examine research communication and, through it, the cognitive or 
social structures of science. In such cases, it is more a matter of
science studies, with the aim of describing and explaining the 
development of science or technology."
Kärki, R. & Kortelainen, T. (1998). Introduktion till bibliometri, p. 12, translated into
English



Work
process
• Identify
• Collect
• Scan (some cases)
• Create PDF file
• OCR 



Work
process
• Extensive manual

work
• From scanned PDF

to readable Word
document
• Manual corrections



Prompt 
Chat GPT

”Please extract and put the following information in columns: Last name, First name and 
initials, Year, Title, and lastly Other information from each of these references Add a last 
column where you try to evaluate if the reference is a journal article, book, book chapter, a 
conference proceedings, or if you are not sure. The first column should only contain the first 
author's last name. If the publication has more than one (1) author, the rest of the authors' 
last names and initials should be put in the second column after the first author's initials.”



Data cleaning
in MS Excel



Mapping the characteristics of the theses
Type N=58

Monograph 43

Compilation 15

No: of supervisors
per PhD stud. N=58

1 7
2 29
3 16
4 2
5 1

N/A 3*
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*1993: 1; 1997: 2 

Language N=58
Swedish 22
English 34
Danish 1
Norwegian 1



Supervisorship

• 51 supervisors
• 91 relations

Label Degree Centrality
jan 18
elena 17
lars 13
katriina 8
louise 8
diane 6
helena 6
jenny 6
lars 6
anders 5
joacim 5
ola 5

Supervisor n
Elena Macevičiūtė 12
Jan Nolin 10
Lars Höglund 10
Louise Limberg 8
Joacim Hansson 6
Katriina Byström 6
Diane H. Sonnenwald 4
Lars Seldén 4
Anders Frenander 3
Geir Vestheim 3
Helena Francke 3
Jenny Johannisson 3
Maj Klasson 3
Mats Dahlström 3
N/A 3
Ola Pilerot 3
Thomas D. Wilson 3

SocNetV

Gephi

Early: 

1993-2013

Late:

2014-2024



Type of cited authors

Early: 
1993-
2013

Late:
2014-
2024

International 38,9% 31,3%

Local (SSLIS) 27,8% 30,1%

External 29,7% 33,1%

Tot: 100,0% 100,0% 0,0%
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Broader LIS: Library and information science 
(LIS) scholars outside of SSLIS
Local: LIS scholar from SSLIS, (>50% references
during employment) 
External: References to researchers in 
disciplines other than LIS

Broader LIS



Frequently cited authors

• External:
• Broad: Bourdieu (n=53), Latour (33), Foucault (14), Giddens (14)
• Education/Practice theory: Schatzki (44), Säljö (28), Wenger (31), Vygotsky (14)
• Method book authors: Alvesson (26), Kvale (25), Bryman (18)

• Broader LIS: 
• Talja, Hjørland, Savolainen, Kuhlthau, Buckland (>40)

• Local: 
• T. Wilson, Sundin, Limberg, Lloyd, Hansson, Höglund (≥45)

Legend:
Early, Equal, Late



Terms in titles of cited references







Conclusions
• Disciplinary discourses identified through cited references

• (A weak) Trend towards more local and ”external references”, while the share of ”broader LIS” is 
decreasing

• Patterns of change, though hard to discern a strong relationship between candidates’ 
supervisor and cited references

• Methdological considerations
o Time-consuming
o Captures dissertation monographs and cover essays, but misses articles
o As of yet, Gen AI used for extracting references
o Potential for AI in analysis, categorisation of sources (publication type and language) 
o Some qualitative data is missing




