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Outline 

• Aim of the presentation 
•  The channels of distribution of Swedish e-books 
•  The opinion of the booksellers in physical bookshops 

about e-books 
•  The e-book loans through libraries 



 
The aim of the paper 

•  To introduce the results of the research on: 
•   opinions of book sellers on e-books 
•  libraries attitudes on e-books 
•  a case of a public library that has lifted the roof on the e-book loans  



The main channels of Swedish e-book 
distribution 
•  Through internet book sellers (Adlibris, Elib, Bokus, etc.) 
•  The subscription services (Readly, Mofibo, etc.) 
•  The public and academic libraries 
•  The physical book shops 
• Publishers’ websites  
• Authors’ websites 



E-book sales in Sweden (without the VAT) 



Relations between e-book sales and 
prices 



Number of book-selling points in 
Scandinavian countries in 2003-2012 



 
What does prevent you from selling e-
books?  
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No"demand"from"customers"

We"lack"technical"resources"for"
selling"e9books"

We"have"no"contract"with"
publishers"or"vendors"

Publishers"do"not"provide"
access"to"e9books"



What will be the consequences of the Amazon 
arrival on Swedish book market?  
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It will lead to increased reading in 
general 

Amazon's e-book loan service will 
diminish number of sold titles 

It will diminish sales of Swedish book 
titles because English language titles 

It will diminish sales in traditional 
bookshops 

There will be no significant difference  

Value of Swedish bookmarket will go 
down because of the tax evasion 

It will increase e-book sales in general 



E-books’ impact on sales (expectations) 
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E-book sales increase (expectations) 
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Do not know 

No, e-book sales will not increase 

Yes, during the next year 

Yes, during the next 5 years 

Yes, during the next 2-3 years 



Role of bookshops in the future 
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Only online booksellers will sell e-
books 

Bookshops' role will diminish 
when e-book sales increase 

E-book sales will gradually move 
to direct sales from publishers 

and authors to readers 

Bookshops will be selling both 
printed books and e-books 



E-books in the collections of Swedish academic libraries  

Books Total New E-books 
Books 18 585 098  187 207  5 118 614   
      Textbooks      332 676      24 677 

  
   171 024   

Licensed databases Number Proportion 

Books, monographs 441 14% 
Journals 850 28% 
Newspapers 62 2% 
Bibliographic 955 31% 
Facts and news 617 20% 
Maps and images 25 1% 
Films and video 46 1% 
Music 22 1% 
Own production 61 2% 

TOTAL 3406 



Business models 
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But among university libraries… 
•  1 library has 20% Swedish e-books among the others 
•  1 library has 10% 
•  4 libraries have 5% 
•  1 library has 3 % 
•  6 libraries have between 0,1% and 1% 
•  19 libraries have none Swedish e-book 



E-book loans through public libraries 



New costing model for public libraries 

•  The libraries have access to more new e-books 
•  They can pay a fixed price for a certain amount of loans 
•  They can pay for each loan, which costs between 2-100 

SEK depending on the date of publication, type and 
demand for the e-book 

•  Libraries can choose the books that they want to give 
access to 



Case study library 
Change as a result of removing cost limits on library 

loans 

Month Total loans  
of titles % increase Total cost 

SEK 
% 
increase 

December 
2014 512 - 13,093 - 

January 2015 1 574 207% 40,303 208% 

February 2015 1 670 6% 48,109 19% 

March 2015 2 102 26% 55,799 16% 



Conclusions 
•  Swedish physical booksellers do not feel that their bookshops 

or business in general are threatened by e-books. The growth 
of e-book sales is regarded as quite slow and increasing at a 
moderate rate. Most of them find that there is no need to 
engage in troublesome sales of e-books. Only those with 
interest in the product and well functioning routines sell e-
books.  

•  Swedish academic libraries do not offer a large choice of 
Swedish e-books (if any) due to the lack of Swedish e-
textbooks and other digital study materials produced 
commercially. 

•  Public libraries are facing budgetary uncertainty and impose 
limitations on the e-book loans, though they are the most 
popular channel for readers, have high potential of growth and 
might be very profitable for publishers. 



THANK YOU! 

Our thanks go to the responding booksellers. 
This survey was carried out within the frame of Swedish 
Research Council grant no 2012-5740  
Thank you for listening. 
Further information on:  
http://projectebooks.wordpress.com/ 
Flipboard magazine: News on e-books or  
https://flipboard.com/section/news-on-e-books-btm8Im 


