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Parody and Proliferation: Mary Hays and the female philosophers
 
This paper suggests that the notoriety of Mary Hays (1760-1843), who was closely connected to Mary Wollstonecraft, was enhanced through consecutive parodies of her work. A fearless contender of the patriarchal structures of 18th-century existence, she also voiced several unconventional appeals for a deeper understanding between the sexes. Her outspokenness evoked many a critical opinion, not least from her female peers. Considered one of the "unsex'd females" in Polwhele's poem, she had been confined to a territory without safety nets, and became subject to many ridiculing observations.

Both Elizabeth Hamilton in Memoirs of Modern Philosophers and Charles Lloyd in Edmund Oliver presented fictionalised impersonations of Mary Hays. As she was known to be imbued   with Godwinian necessetarianism, and excessive philosophising was considered outside the female realm, she became a common target of sarcasm. The scornful attitude of the British writers that rejected her emotionalism combined with intellectual superiority, was inherited by the contemporary French writer, Mme Stéphanie Félicité du Crest de Saint-Aubin de Genlis (1746-1830), who wrote a summarised adaptation Lloyd’s novel, entitled La Femme Philosophe. Her novel was intended to forward a critical interpretation of the image of a woman with intellectual and philosophical aspirations in France in the aftermath of the revolution. Thus, the links between Mary Hays and Mme de Genlis, both didactic writers, are explored through an unconscionable detour of parodying. 

